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UM TO HONOR DISTINGUISHED ALUMS AT HOMECOMING
MISSOULA—
A reception to honor recipients of The University of Montana’s 2008 Distinguished
Alumni Award will be held at 6 p.m. Friday, Sept. 19, in the University Center Ballroom.
Three outstanding alumni have been chosen to receive the award this year. They are
Jeff Hamilton of Spokane, Wash., retired senior managing partner of the global consulting
firm Accenture; Judith Blakely Morgan of La Jolla, Calif., a journalist best- known for her
award-winning travel columns; and Garry South of Santa Monica, Calif., one of the nation’s
top political strategists.
Hamilton served as a U.S. Air Force officer from 1967 to 1971. He retired in 2001
after working more than 25 years with Accenture, one of the world’s largest and most
successful consulting and outsourcing firms with 160,000 people in 45 countries.
An active pilot for more than 40 years, Hamilton flies for Lighthawk - a volunteerbased aviation organization that supports environmental efforts in North and Central America and for a Stearman formation team, performing at air shows and community events. At last
year’s UM Homecoming game, he flew the lead airplane for the Washington-Grizzly Stadium
flyover.
After graduating from UM, Blakely Morgan was off on a yearlong Inter American Press

Association fellowship to Argentina. From 1975 to 2005, she wrote an award-winning travel
column, first distributed by the Los Angeles Times and the Chicago Sun-Times and then by
Copley News Service.
Blakely Morgan’s articles have appeared in National Geographic, Travel & Leisure,
Harper’s Bazaar, Sports Illustrated and more. She is co-author of “Dr. Seuss & Mr. Geisel,” a
biography of Dr. Seuss named a New York Times Notable Book of 1995. She is married to
fellow journalist and former editor of The San Diego Tribune, Neil Morgan.
South, who came to UM from Miles City, began his career in politics serving as
president of Associated Students of UM. While at the University, he also was appointed a
student member of the Blue-Ribbon Commission on Post-Secondary Education by Montana
Gov. Thomas Judge. In 1975, he was public information director for the Montana Legislature,
and at 25 years old, served as the Montana state coordinator for the Carter-Mondale
presidential campaign - the youngest of the 50 state coordinators in 1976.
Over the past 36 years, South has managed or played leading roles in several major
political campaigns. He served as chief of staff to California Lt. Gov. Gray Davis, and in 1998
he unanimously was named Campaign Manger of the Year by the American Association of
Political Consultants for directing Davis’ come-from-behind victory to become California’s
governor. From 1999 to 2003, South served as Davis’ senior political adviser. He now is
principal of Garry South Group of Santa Monica, a public relations and communications firm.
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